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Urban Communities Say: “We’ll Work for Green!”





Everyone’s talking up the new Green Economy. There’ll be cash for caulkers and rebates for renovators. There’ll be jobs weatherizing millions of old, drafty homes. But will they be good jobs with living wages and benefits? And will low-income communities get their share of the $1.4 billion that Massachusetts taxpayers and ratepayers are putting into the state’s ambitious energy conservation plan from 2010 through 2012?





A statewide community-labor coalition is asking these questions and the answers are coming up short. Through surveys, organizing, and research the Green Justice Coalition has found that low-income communities and communities of color are paying into the energy efficiency system but not getting their fair share of weatherization work on their homes.  Nor are they getting the jobs that could start lifting communities out of the Depression-level unemployment they face. Interviews we have conducted with community residents and workers bring this failure down to a personal level and also show how strong the will to weatherize is in our communities (see attached “Profiles”). We want to weatherize, we want the jobs, we want to save the planet, but we can’t get into the system! 





For over a year the Coalition has been proposing a Green Justice model of weatherization that would mobilize entire communities for home weatherization, described in this week’s Nation magazine (� HYPERLINK "http://www.thenation.com/article/154165/doing-green-jobs-right" \t "_blank" �http://www.thenation.com/article/154165/doing-green-jobs-right�). This model can attract high-road contractors who will provide healthcare, pensions, training, and safe working conditions. We have been working with the utilities to launch these innovative pilots for over a year now, but there have been so many roadblocks within the current system the first pilot may not even launch until mid-September. 





Meanwhile, we face a critical deadline. At the end of October the utilities will file “mid-course corrections” to their three-year plan. This is our chance to fix the problems, now. The Green Justice Coalition is urging the utilities to include key changes that we will detail in an Issue Brief in mid-September. To add to the urgency we are organizing a series of community events leading to an important state hearing September 14 and a public accountability session September 22 (see “Fall Action Calendar”). 





We can provide Coalition leaders and community members who can talk to the topic from their own experiences. We are also attaching a page with more detail, a list of community profiles, a handout describing our wins so far, and a flyer for our September 22 accountability forum. Please contact me for more.





Sincerely, 





Mike Prokosch  
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In detail:


Low- to moderate-income utility customers are paying into the utilities’ energy efficiency programs every month. But weatherization isn’t free, and many or most can’t afford the 25% fee they must pay to insulate their homes for the winter.


The utilities’ weatherization marketing programs aren’t effectively reaching communities of color and low-income communities.


There are no plans to improve job quality or track who gets the 4,000 jobs that our $1.4 billion will create.


There isn’t enough accountability. While the utility companies dispute these findings, they are refusing to collect or release the data that will show who’s getting the weatherization and the jobs.





This is not just unfair, it’s a road to failure. Low- to moderate-income ratepayers are 27% of all Massachusetts households. Their homes are among the oldest in the state, and have the greatest potential for energy savings once weatherized. If they are excluded, Massachusetts can never reach the ambitious greenhouse gas reduction targets that it set in the 2008 Green Communities Act, which says in Section 116(b)(3):


	The plan shall include strategies to meet each of the goals and shall also address


	the following topics:


	… (3) equitable distribution of program benefits to all customers and particularly


	low income customers to address the affordability and adverse impacts on low-


	income households of energy costs and demand mitigation strategies….





The Green Justice alternative is compelling. It offers a triple payoff for the scarce dollars that Massachusetts taxpayers and ratepayers are investing in the state’s energy efficiency programs. We could:


Reduce our greenhouse gas emissions and start rolling back global warming.


Cut our energy bills and keep people in their homes.


Create thousands of high-quality union jobs for inner-city residents that stem the foreclosure crisis and fix the broken job market that blue-collar workers face. 





The Green Justice Coalition has issued three reports that progressively document the barriers to access that low-income communities and communities of color face. They are attached here and on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://massclu.org/our-research-model-supporting-organizing-campaigns" ��http://massclu.org/our-research-model-supporting-organizing-campaigns�.
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