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 Jaime Rivera has worked at the Geothermic Center in Ahuachapán, El Salvador, since 1980 and has been a member of the Electrical Sector Workers Union (STSEL) since 1988. He is currently a Deputy Operations Manager for the electrical generating company LaGeo which is run by a private Italian company in a public-private partnership with the Salvadoran state and he serves as Organizing Secretary on the STSEL Executive Board. He previously served as President of the LaGeo local of STSEL and President of El Salvador’s Public Service Workers Federation (FESTRASPES) to which STSEL belongs. STSEL is also a founding member of the Salvadoran Union Front (FSS) and Mr. Rivera serves as the FSS representative to the Central American Common Union Platform. Originally from Suchitoto, he studied mechanical engineering at the Central American Technical Institute before beginning his career in the electrical sector.
The Electrical Sector Workers Union (STSEL) was founded in 1972 as STCEL and has been a leader in the Salvadoran labor movement ever since. Following a 1980 national strike protesting State repression, the military dictatorship in power at the time jailed STCEL’s leadership and dissolved the union; however, electrical workers stayed organized and played an important role in the popular struggle against the repressive regime.

In 1996, in the face of massive resistance from the organized labor movement, the right-wing government opened up the State-run energy production, transmission and distribution services to privatization, concession and public-private partnerships, resulting in sweeping layoffs. That same year, workers from across the electrical sector – now comprised of the public electrical company CEL, private companies and contractors – re-constituted their union as STSEL, an industrial union capable of organizing locals throughout the sector.
Now, STSEL is once again on the frontlines of the fight against privatization in El Salvador. A US-pushed Public Private Partnership (P3) law currently awaits debate in the Legislative Assembly and, if approved, the downsized and restructured public electrical company would almost certainly be one of the first public entities auctioned off, putting its workers at risk of the firings, salary cuts and union-repression that a private operator would bring with them.
Mr. Rivera looks forward to traveling to the United States to meet with community and labor leaders. He hopes to forge new solidarity ties with US labor groups and to share experiences, perspectives and strategies in the transnational fight for workers’ rights and dignity as his union and its allies prepare to face off against the proposed PPP Law.
