INFORMATION SHEET

Labor Solidarity Delegation to El Salvador: April 28- May 4, 2013
I. What is the purpose of this delegation?
· Show international support for the Salvadoran labor movement in their struggle to stop a sweeping privatization measure that threatens El Salvador’s remaining public utilities and industries. 
· Build relationships between unions in El Salvador and the US in their shared struggle to create a just economy. 

· Educate ourselves about the economic and political forces that have resulted in over 2.5 million people – nearly 1/3 of the entire population - emigrating from El Salvador and what this means for workers in the US.
II. Who can participate?
The delegation is designed for union members and union staff. Ideally, delegates will be representing their union, especially for the purposes of meetings with government officials, press conferences, etc. 
Salvadoran union members and organizers are encouraged to participate. 
The delegation is also open to labor and community activists who are interested in learning more about and committed to accompanying economic justice struggles in El Salvador.
III. Do I need to speak Spanish?

Spanish-speakers are highly encouraged to apply. However, the delegation is open to participants who do not speak Spanish – every meeting and activity will be interpreted between English and Spanish.  
IV. What will we be doing in El Salvador?
During the delegation we will be:  

· Meeting with political leaders, economists, and others to learn about the political, social and economic realities in El Salvador and the just alternative that the social movement and the FMLN, the governing left political party, are promoting.

· Engaging in strategy sessions with workers and  unions to share organizing tactics and develop plans for future solidarity relationships
· Taking action, including meetings with Salvadoran officials and the US Embassy, press conferences, etc. 
· Marching with 80,000+ Salvadoran workers on International Workers’ Day to demand respect for workers’ rights and an end to privatization!
V. How much does it cost?

CISPES is committed to keeping delegation costs as low as possible. The total cost will range from $1550 to $2200. Limited scholarships are also available. 

· In-country costs (all food, lodging, transportation): $600

· Registration fee: $150 - $300 (sliding scale)

· Plane ticket: $500 - $800 (purchased on your own)
· We ask all delegates to make a commitment to raising $300-500 in material aid for our partners in the Salvadoran social movement.
To download an application, please visit www.cispes.org. The deadline to apply is March 15, 2013!  For more information, please contact Jacob Blickenov at (202) 521-2510 ext. 202 or jacob (at) cispes.org.   
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